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DEVELOPED EXCEPTIONALLY 

DEVELOPED
•sticks to thesis statement
•support is developed, even,         
and ample
•uses specific details; subject/    
topic is clear 

•identifies/expands two or 
more main points 
•clearly addresses question or 
topic
•uses two or more examples 
which clearly support topic

•the structure of the paper is 
evident, and all points are ap-
propriately paragraphed
•most points are logically 
presented and coherent
•strong persuasive techniques 
present

•variety in transitions linking 
ideas/paragraphs
•regularly uses variety in 
sentence structure
•superior word choice*
•superior word flow (WOW!)

•no more than one major 
error

•few and/or no minor errors

•frequently sticks to thesis 
statement
•support is developed, but 
uneven (one point may be more 
developed than the others)
•subject/topic is clear

•identifies/expands at least two 
main points
•adequately addresses ques-
tion or topic, but minor 
digression(s)
•uses two or more examples

•the structure of the paper is 
evident and most points are ap-
propriately paragraphed
•a majority of points are logi-
cally presented and coherent
•adequate persuasive techniques 
present

•variety of transitions link ideas/
paragraphs
•frequently varies sentence 
structure
•frequent good word choice/
takes risks
•natural word flow

•no more than two major 
errors

•few minor errors
(see reverse side 
for guidelines)

•weak thesis statement 
with little or ambiguous 
support
•subject/topic is unclear

•thesis statement has basic 
support 
•subject/topic is present, but 
may be weak in spots

•examples are present, but 
are too general to qualify 
as support
•support is questionable, 
so topic is weakened

•uses at least one specific 
example
•example(s) lack depth
•support may be questionable 
due to major digressions

•points lack appropriate 
order and coherence
•severe paragraphing 
problems present
•attempts persuasive 
techniques

•points lack order or 
coherence
•some appropriate paragraph-
ing  present
•weak persuasive techniques 
present

•unoriginal or repetitive 
transitions
•intro is same as conclu-
sion
•poor word choice/word 
flow
•does not use variety in 
sentence structure

•attempts variety in transi-
tions, sentence structure, and 
word choice
•awkward word flow

•no more than three major 
errors

• numerous minor errors

•four or more major 
errors

•numerous minor errors

•no thesis state-
ment
•no subject/topic 
present

•no examples 
present

• fails to meet struc-
tural requirements

•lacks any persuasive 
techniques

•unoriginal, 
choppy writing

•the amount of writ-
ing is insufficient 
to show that criteria 
were met

PERSUASIVE WRITING RUBRIC

NAME _______________________________

FEATURES

*strong verbs, precise language, 
  specific/concrete nouns

DATE _______________________________

3 8 12 17 20

3 8 12 17 20

3 8 12 17 20

3 8 12 17 20

3 8 12 17 20
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